EDEF 3200 Assignment #5: What’s my Philosophy? Kyra Doehle

“If we teach today’s students as we taught yesterday’s, we rob them of
tomorrow” John Dewey (p. 167).

Dewey, J. (1916/1944). Democracy and education. New York: Macmillan.

This quote, in its literal sense, is talking about how teaching students through the “usual” and
outdated methods is not preparing students for the new and modern world. Its essence lies in how
important it is for educators to recognize the dynamic nature of education and adapt accordingly.
I interpret it as a call to embrace change, innovation, and continual reflection in our approach to
teaching.

In today's educational landscape, we as educators, are fortunate to have access to an abundance
of research and resources demonstrating diverse learning styles and effective pedagogical
strategies. This wealth of knowledge presents an opportunity to revolutionize our teaching
practices and better cater to the individual needs of our students. No longer should we adhere
rigidly to outdated methodologies; instead, we must harness the power of innovation to foster
meaningful learning experiences.

Gone are the days of passive instruction; modern education demands active engagement and
personalized learning pathways. By embracing this philosophy, I am committed to creating a
dynamic and inclusive classroom environment. I will strive to provide my students with a
multitude of learning opportunities that align with their unique interests, talents, and learning
styles.

Central to my approach will be a commitment to reflection, adaptation, and innovation. I will
continuously evaluate the efficacy of my teaching methods and be unafraid to explore new
pedagogical approaches. My classroom will be a space of experimentation and growth, where
each student's journey is supported and celebrated.

In embracing this philosophy, I aim to cultivate an environment where learning is not only
informative but also transformative—a space where students are empowered to navigate the
complexities of the modern world with confidence and resilience.



